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TOGUS WATERSHED PRIMED FOR POLLUTION ABATEMENT MEASURES

The Worromontogus Lake Association (WLA) has joined forces with the City of Augusta, the Kennebec County Soil & Water Conservation District (KCSWCD) and the Maine Department of Marine Resources to apply for and receive a $79,000 grant from the Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP). The funds from this grant are specifically designed to reduce nonpoint source (NPS) pollution in the 3.4 square mile Worromontogus Watershed, commonly referred to as “Togus Pond and Stream.”  There are nearly 600 landowners in the Togus Watershed who are eligible to apply for these NPS Project funds. Information, guidelines and application materials may be accessed at http://www.togusponds.org/  or obtained through the WLA at 623-2790.
$66,200 of matching funds from a variety of sources including approximately $30,000 worth of matches planned from individual landowners will bring the total NPS Project amount to $145,200.  Through an application review process, these funds will be used to employ NPS pollution reduction measures such as replacing culverts, stabilizing culvert inlets/outlets, constructing/stabilizing ditches, stabilizing/vegetating exposed soil, stabilizing shorelines, installing vegetated buffers, crowning roads, installing gravel, installing dry wells, French drains and water bars, etc.  
NPS is rainwater that carries contaminants from driveways, roofs, roads, fields and other surfaces. NPS pollution is caused by excess sediment or nutrients, high bacteria, toxic substances, increased water temperature, altered water flow, etc.  The DEP has identified the Togus Pond and Togus Stream watershed on the NPS Priority Watershed List.  This is based upon water quality that has consistently tested to be below average and has also had tendency toward alga blooms in part of the Lake area. 
“It’s not real exciting stuff,” states WLA President, Patten Williams. “But funding and implementation of these simple measures will substantially improve water quality in the Pond and Stream. This is what it’s all about – protecting such a valuable natural resource – for us and future generations.”  

In general, this NPS project will pay seventy percent (70%) of the total cost of labor and materials at sites approved for funding. The landowner will pay the remainder of the cost. The City will administer these NPS Project funds and the KCSWCD will provide technical assistance to landowners whose property is having a negative impact on water quality in the Togus watershed. Funding for construction projects will be available through 2009 but will be prioritized for funding based on expected benefit to water quality.  A small but important aspect of this NPS project is an education component that will inform landowners of pollution reduction measures and follow-up. 

If you live in the Togus watershed and would like to find out more, visit the  Worromontogus Lake Association web site at http://www.togusponds.org/ and click on the “319” grant button.
Funding for this project was provided, in part, by the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) under Section 319 of the Clean Water Act.  Section 319 grants are administered by the Maine DEP in partnership with EPA.  
