WORROMONTOGUS LAKE ASSOCIATION

BY-LAWS (AMENDED FEBRUARY 1, 2010)

ARTICLE 1 – NAME AND MISSION
Section 1 – This Association shall be called the Worromontogus Lake Association.

Section 2 – The purposes of the Association shall be to protect, conserve, and improve the waters, land, wildlife, fisheries, and navigation of Worromontogus Lake and Stream in the County of Kennebec and State of Maine, and to educate the public in this regard.

Section 3 - Said organization is organized exclusively for charitable, religious, educational, and scientific purposes, including, for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding of any future federal tax code.

ARTICLE 2 – MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 – All holders of property bordering on said Lake and Stream and all others interested in the mission of the Worromontogus Lake Association and in the use of same for recreational purposes shall be eligible for membership therein.

Section 2 – A member in good standing is a member whose dues are currently up to date.

ARTICLE 3 – OFFICERS

Section 1 – The Officers of this Association shall be a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, and a Treasurer, all of whom shall be elected at the annual meeting for the term of one year or until their successors are duly chosen and have accepted office.

Section 2 – There shall be a Board of Directors consisting of seven (7) members.  Six of these members shall be elected as follows:  three (3) in the odd numbered years and three (3) in the even numbered years.  The seventh member shall be the current President, who shall chair the meetings of the Board.
Section 3 – Any vacancy which may occur in any office of the Association or in the Board of Directors may be filled for the remainder of said term by a majority vote of the said Board, subject to ratification by the Association.

ARTICLE 4 – DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1 – It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all meetings of the Association and the Board of Directors and to represent it upon any and all occasions before all boards, commissions, and other persons and authorities.  It shall be his further duty to appoint such committees as are necessary and haven’t been previously elected by the Association.  The President shall be authorized to sign checks and assume the Treasurer’s duties in the absence of the Treasurer.
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Section 2 – The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President when situations require it or the President requests it.  He shall be chairman of or serve on certain committees at the request of the President.

Section 3 – The Secretary shall keep careful records of all proceedings of the Association and the Board of Directors and of all committee documents in books provided by and belonging to the Association, which books and all other papers and property of the Association in his possession shall be delivered by him to his successor in office.  The Secretary shall be responsible for correspondence at the discretion of the President.
Section 4 – The Treasurer shall collect all money due to the Association, and from its funds he shall pay all bills of the Association which have been authorized for payment by vote of the Association, or by the President, and/or the Board of Directors, to incur such debt.  At each regular business meeting he shall submit a report in writing, showing the balance brought over from the previous meeting, the receipts from all sources during the past period, the payments made by him of approved bills, and the balance carried forward to the next regular meeting.  The Treasurer’s books and all other papers and property of the Association in his possession shall be delivered by him to his successor in office

Section 5 – The Board of Directors shall have general charge of all the property and interests of the Association.  It shall be their duty, and they are hereby clothed with authority, to consider and advise ways and means to promote the interests of the Association, and to carry into effect any vote or votes they may by a majority pass with such end in view.

ARTICLE 5 – DEBTS AND APPROPRIATIONS

Section 1 – No debt of any nature, except current bills such as insurance and taxes, shall at any time be contracted by this Association, or by any of its officers or committees, to exceed three hundred dollars ($300) at any one meeting without the sanction of the Board of Directors.

Section 2 – The Treasurer shall deposit all money belonging to the Association in a bank,  trust company, or other investment instruments approved by the Board of Directors, and he shall pay all bills and accounts of the Association by check duly signed by him as Treasurer.

ARTICLE 6 – MEETINGS

Section 1 – The regular business meetings of this Association shall be held at least three times each year at such time and place as may be fixed and determined by the President.

Section 2 – The annual meeting shall be held in the third quarter of the calendar year.
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Section 3 – Other meetings of the Association may be called at any time by the President, at such place as he may determine, or by a majority vote of the Board of Directors, and the President shall call a meeting of the Association whenever so requested in writing by any seven members in good standing.
For all such meetings the President shall assure that the same notice shall be given and include therein the matters to be acted upon, as is provided in the case of the regular business meetings.

Section 4 - Ten members of the Association, in good standing, personally present at any regular business or special meeting shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of the business of the Association.  

A majority of the members of the Board of Directors, or of any committee as elected at any meeting or appointed by the President, shall constitute a quorum of such group for the transaction of such business as may come before any committee or the Board of Directors.

Section 5 – Meetings of the Board of Directors shall include the Officers of the Association but can be held without said Officers.  An ad hoc Chairman may be chosen in such meetings.  Meetings of the Board of Directors may be held at any time or place upon call of the president of the Association or three members of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE 7 – DUES AND ASSESSMENTS

Section 1 – The annual dues to be levied upon the members of this Association shall be fixed from time to time by vote of the Association at any regular business or special meeting.

Section 2 – All dues shall become due and payable in January of each year; and unless said dues are paid by July 1 of that year, such nonpayment shall be considered as and shall constitute a forfeiture of membership in the Association.

ARTICLE 8 - COMMITTEES

Activities and Entertainment – To consist of three members.  It shall be their duty to plan and execute activities and programs for the year, to attend to the publicity for the club and to have authority to plan all fundraising projects in conjunction with the Board of Directors.

Auditing – To consist of two members.  It shall be the duty of this committee to audit the books and accounts of the Treasurer annually, at such time as shall allow them to present a full report of the financial transactions of the Association at its annual meeting for the 
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fiscal year then closed.  The President and Treasurer shall be excluded from this committee.

Dam – To consist of at least four members.  It shall be their duty to maintain the dam and to make necessary adjustments to maintain water levels as established by the Association   and within requirements of State law.

Membership – To consist of a Chairman and as many members as needed to cover the various roads around the Lake and Stream.  It shall be the duty of the committee to devise means for increasing the membership of the Association and to maintain records to present reports to the Association at regular business meetings of active paid up members, as well as those to be dropped as per Article 7, Section 2, Dues and Assessments, of the By-Laws.
Newsletter – The President shall appoint a Newsletter Editor who will work in association with the Membership Committee.

Nominating – An ad hoc committee to consist of five members.  It shall be their duty to present to the Association at the annual meeting each year a slate of officers and Board of Directors members.

Governmental Affairs – To consist of at least two members.  Its responsibilities shall be to provide an opportunity for the Road Committees to meet and to provide advice to the President, the Board, and the Association regarding relationships with the City of Augusta and the State of Maine.

Conservation & Education Committee – To consist of at least three members.  The Committee shall assemble and provide educational and other training materials for the purpose of increasing public awareness of environmental and ecological issues that pertain to the watershed.

Landing Committee – To consist of at least two members.  They shall be responsible for maintaining the Hayes Landing and to make recommendations to the President and the Board of Directors for improvements.

Ad Hoc Committees – The President shall have the authority to create such ad hoc committees as may from time to time be needed to do the Association’s work.

The President shall be an ex-officio member of all boards and committees with voting power if he deems it in the best interest of the Association to exercise the prerogative of his ballot.
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ARTICLE 9 – DISSOLUTION

Upon the dissolution of the organization, assets shall be distributed for one or more exempt purposes within the meaning of sections 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or shall be distributed to the federal government, or to a state or local government, for a public purpose.  Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by the Court of Common Pleas of the county in which the principal office of the organization is located, exclusively for such purposes or to such organization or organizations, as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes. 

ARTICLE 10 – AMENDMENTS

Section 1 – These By-Laws may be altered or amended by the vote of two-thirds of the members present at any two consecutive meetings of the Association at which there is, at the time of passage of said vote, a quorum in attendance and voting.

All proposed amendments and additions to these By-Laws must be inserted in full in the call for the meeting at which they are to be considered.

HISTORY OF AMENDMENTS

TO WORROMONTOGUS LAKE ASSOCIATION

CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS

Original Constitution and By-Laws adopted on October 9, 1928.

Amended by vote on January 3, 1956.

Amended by votes on November 4, 1968, and December 3, 1968.

Amended by votes on                        1986, and                               1986.

Amended by votes on February 11, 1994, and March 11, 1994.

Amended by votes on October 10, 1997, and December 5, 1997.

Major revision June 22, 2007.

Amended by votes on December 4, 2009 and January 19, 2010 to add Article 1, Section 3 and to replace Article 9 in its entirety.  Recorded with the Secretary of the State of Maine February 1, 2010.
